
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
CONFERENCE ON IMAGINATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE 

Claremont McKenna College 
 September 26-28, 2019 

Abstracts due:  March 15, 2019 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
Michelle Moody-Adams, Columbia University 

Juliet Hooker, Brown University 

INVITED SPEAKERS 
Mavis Biss, Loyola University Maryland 

Sophie-Grace Chappell, The Open University 
Janine Jones, University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

Shen-yi Liao, University of Puget Sound 
Heidi Lene Maibom, University of Cincinnati  

Sofia Ortiz-Hinojosa, Vassar College 
 

Though imagination is often associated with flights of fancy and escapist aspirations, 
philosophers and other academics have also long recognized its practical and instructive uses. 
To give just a few examples, imagination has been thought to provide us with insight into the 
minds of others, to enhance moral understanding, and more generally to enable us to learn 

about the world in which we live. This conference focuses on one very specific practical use of 
imagination: whether and how it can help us to bring about social change. 

 
In addition to presentations by our keynote and invited speakers, we have reserved several 
places on the program for speakers who will be chosen on the basis of submitted abstracts. 

Contributions are welcome from philosophers and other scholars of imagination at all career 
stages.  Authors whose papers are chosen for presentation at the conference will receive 

substantial travel subsidies (we will cover hotel costs, conference meals, and a significant 
portion of travel costs).  We aim to make this conference fully accessible and family friendly. 

More information will be available later this spring, but those with questions about accessibility 
are encouraged to contact us by email at imag.and.social.change@gmail.com at any time. 

Abstracts of 750-1000 words should be submitted to imag.and.social.change@gmail.com by 
March 15, 2019.  We aim to provide notice of accepted papers by April 15, 2019.   

The conference is organized by Amy Kind on behalf of the Gould Center for Humanistic Studies at 
Claremont McKenna College.   

https://www.gouldcenter.org/conference2019 

https://philosophy.columbia.edu/directories/faculty/michele-m-moody-adams
https://vivo.brown.edu/display/jhooker1
https://www.loyola.edu/academics/philosophy/faculty/biss
http://www.open.ac.uk/people/tc2973
https://philosophy.uncg.edu/people/
http://liao.shen-yi.org/
https://www.artsci.uc.edu/faculty-staff/listing/by_dept/philosophy.html?eid=maibomhi&thecomp=uceprof
https://sofiaortiz.mit.edu/
https://www.gouldcenter.org/conference2019
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